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Interior view showing the muley saw, saw frame carriage

on hardwood slides with dogs to hold logs and cog wheel ^^
i>yith nmnl -fnr iwrmivi a ivtP rnrrinOP rwith pawl for moving the carriage.
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O'HARA MILL

NO feature of pioneer life contributed more to the early

development of Canada than the sawmill. Its introduction

relieved the settlers of the laborious task of whip-sawing lumber by

hand—25 boards was said to be a good day's work for two men.

The first power sawmills which were introduced were of the upright

or muley saw type, driven by a water-wheel. These were a direct

development from the manually operated pit-saw.

The O'Hara Mill on the Moira Watershed, a few miles from

Madoc, is of the muley saw type and believed to be the only one of

its kind still intact in Ontario. It is considered a rare find, because

all the machinery is still complete, though it needs a few repairs. It

stood there with the saw in position just as if the owner had gone
home at the end of the day's work.

Concerning the builder and the family which operated this mill

for many years, we are indebted to one of James O'Hara's grand-

children, Mrs. Minnie O'Hara Maines, for the following interesting

historical notes:

"The old O'Hara mill was built by my grandfather, James O'Hara,

with the assistance of his brother-in-law, Ben Lear, who was a top-notch

carpenter.

It was built in 1846 or 1847, we are not sure which.

My grandfather, James O'Hara, was born in 1826 on a U.E. Loyalist

farm a mile from the present mill site. His father was James O'Hara
(Called "Squire O'Hara") and was born in Vermont in 1797. His mother,

Mary, was born in 1801 in N.Y. State.

We are quite sure the mill was operated until 1908. My uncle, Frank
O'Hara, the youngest son, operated it after my grandfather.

We don't know what the output was, but the mill ran day and night

in season. Uncle Frank usually took the night shift and would have his

lunch taken to him. The whole field back of the mill was full of logs

with lumber piled high.

My grandfather was the first male white child born in Madoc Town-
ship. All his playmates were Indians, and his father, the Squire, never

closed his doors at night. Often in the morning, they would find Indians

and their squaws sleeping on the floor in front of the fireplace. My great-

grandmother taught the squaws cleanliness and cooking, and they in turn

often assisted her in times of illness. Grandpa O'Hara knew whole hymns
in Indian and taught his dogs to come in Indian, using the word "Witch-a-

ka-chick."



'HARA'S MILL about the year 1898. This mill

was built in 1846 or 1847 and operated first byin

James O'Hara, the man with the white beard, and

then by his son Frank continuously until 1908. At

times it ran day and night, the log-yard was often

full of logs and the field behind the mill piled high

with lumber.



Grandpa was a man of exceedingly high moral character, and noted

for his honesty. People came from Belleville, 35 miles to the South, to

have their grain ground. Quite a trip in those days, over corduroy roads

and through dense woods."

An additional feature about the old mill is that the stream

which passes through the property and drove the mill-wheel, is still

a fast-running, clear stream and reputed to have trout in it. Also,

there are the remains of the old dam and mill-pond.

The property on which this mill is situated is now owned by the

Moira River Conservation Authority. The area purchased, covering

ten acres, includes the mill itself, the old mill pond and dam and a

section of the creek.

The Authority plans to repair the mill structure and machinery

and preserve it as a historical monument. The dam will be rebuilt

so that the pond will be an added feature to the property and serve

as a demonstration for building farm ponds in the area. The
woodland will be improved as a demonstration woodlot and suitable

areas will be reforested. Stream improvement will be carried out

for fish and suitable parts of the property will be developed for

picnics and recreation.



© HE O'HARA FAMILY "sugaring-oft" about

1898. James O'Hara, who built the mill, is

seated. Behind him are Minnie O'Hara and

James' youngest son Frank, who operated the

mill until 1908. On the right is Charles

O'Hara, brother of James. The family home-

stead stands in the background.
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XTERIOR view showing the penstock, mill

race and platform on which planks were

unloaded from the carriage.
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LITSIDE end of the driveshaft showing the

waterwheel and remains of the penstock.
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ATEP\ passing through the water wheel turned the crank

which drove the large wooden connecting rod seen on the

left. To run the carriage hack the vertical shaft on the

right was brought into gear hy means of the lever which

runs across the picture and was operated from the sawing

floor above. On the bottom of the vertical shaft was a tub

wheel. The water was cut off from the power wheel by a

gate and turned into the tub through the opening in the

wall at the right.
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Waterwheel can be seen through the aper-

ture in the wall at the far end of the drive-

shaft.



/""^*«£HE pinion on the horizontal shaft meshes

I ^\ with a rack on the bottom of the carriage.

^to""^ The large gear wheel was activated from

above by a pawl connected to the saw frame

to move the carriage forward.



* LOADING PLATFORM
B WAYS I WOOCCN TRACK FOR CARRIAGE)
C CARRIAGE

BUNK
E DCS FCR SECURING LOGS
f DRIVE SHAFT APERTURE
6 ORIVE SHAFT
H CAM WHEEL
1 CONNECTING ROD
J SAW FRAME OK GATE
K SAW FRAME GUIDE
L FENOER POSTS WITH GUIDES

M SAW BRACKET
N SAW BLADE

CARRIAGE DRIVE LINKAGE
P PAWLS
Q RAG WHEEL! CARRIAGE DRIVE WHEEL)
R CARRIAGE DRIVE RACK
S PINION WHEEL 8 SHAFT ( CARRIAGE RETURN )

T COG WHEEL ENGAGING LEVER
U COG WHEEL
V TUB WHEEL
W TUB WHEEL GATE

Ml) LEY SAWMILL

O'HARA'S MILL



MOIRA RIVER WATERSHED
SHOWING LOCATION OF

O'HARA'S MILL
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MOIRA RIVER CONSERVATION AUTHORITY

Established July 31, 1947

CI I MUM AN: BRUCE H. SMITH, Belleville

VICE-C1 [AIRMAN: EARL SAGER, Madoc

CI 111 I OFFICER: A. H. RICHARDSON, P.Eng., Toronto

SECRETARY-TREASURER: COL. R. VANDERWATER, Foxboro

FIELD OFFICER: D. T. BELL, Foxboro

MEMBERS:

Belleville City *BRUCE H. SMITH
Belleville City ARTHUR KEEGAN
Deloro Village C. H. BUSKARD
Elzevir and Grimsthorpe Township CARMAN KLEINSTEUBER
Hungerford Township BERNARD J. HUNT
Huntingdon Township *ELMER WOOD
Kaladar, Anglesea and Effingham Township EDWARD MORLEY
Madoe Township *EARL SAGER
Madoc Village MURRAY SMITH
Marmora and Lake Township IRWIN McCOY
Rawdon Township JAMES SPRY
Richmond Township ARTHUR GRAHAM
Sheffield Township ^HERBERT YORKE
Sidney Township J. CAMPBELL
Thurlow Township *C. B. KETCHESON
Tudor and Cashel Township JAMES SPRACKETT
Tweed Village *T. CLARENCE GRAHAM
Tyendinaga Township CARMAN GIBSON

* Member of Executive Committee.

.ADVISORY BOARD ON HISTORICAL SITES

A. II. Richardson (chairman), Bruce H. Smith,

Earl Sager and Col. R. Vanderwater.





We need something moie than archives to tell us how

our forefathers lived. To know this we must preserve

buildings, furniture and tools. We must know how these

things were made, why they were made the way they

were, and the uses for which they were intended. To

read this in books and pictures is a good thing, but it is

infinitely better to preserve some of the things them-

selves. To let these be lost through our indifference is

to deprive future generations of a heritage to which

they are entitled.

SAMUEL WOODSTOCK


